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EW ZEALAND mountaineers were out in very large numbers 
during the last climbing season. Most of the main peaks were 
climbed on normal routes, and a few new variations were 

accomplished for the first time. Following the pattern of the last six 
years, there was an ever increasing influx of Australian and Japanese 
climbers . 

Perhaps the most notable list of climbs would be those of R. Cunning
ham, A. Bowden, N. von Tunzelmann and A. Parton, who made new 
routes on Magellan and Drake and also climbed Tasman, Cook and 
several others. The naming of these peaks has a nautical flavour as 
they are part of a large group named after Pacific navigators and British 
admirals. Some of the others are Torres, Vancouver, Dampier, Stokes, 
J ellicoe, Beatty and La Perouse. Of the four climbers, Cunningham 
returned last year from a good climbing season in the Alps while at 
Cambridge, von Tunzelmann is soon to take up a scholarship at Oxford 
and Parton is now in the Andes with a party of six New Zealanders. 

A party of three completed a new face climb on Mount Cook. The 
route, on steep rock most of the way, leads directly to the high summit 
between Earle's route and the North ridge. At the top of the rock face, 
about 6oo ft. below the summit ice-cap they had a night out, and next 
day completed the climb and traverse. 

About thirty Japanese were climbing here during the summer. 
Although they stayed a long time they did not reach a vast number of 
summits, mainly through their tendency to be very cautious and their 
desire to wait for perfect weather, which the long term resident, realises 
very seldom comes during the summer. 

Other visitors this year included T. A. H. Peacocke, whose party 
was one of the eighteen which climbed Mount Cook. Also in New 
Zealand for a few days were the Americans who climbed the highest 
peak in Antarctica, mentioned in 'Expeditions' of the May, 1967, 
Alpine Journal. This party has indicated that there are likely to be 
future mountaineering expeditions there on the basis of mixed nation
alities drawn from the countries which signed the Antarctic Treaty. 

In October of this year Sir Edmund Hillary is leading an expedition 
to Mount Herschel, behind Cape Hallett in the Ross Dependency. 
They have mainly mountaineering aims with a small coverage of 
geology and surveying. 
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The climbing clubs are flourishing and the number of tourists 
visiting mountain hotels increases each year. Two commercial ventures 
affecting mountain users are receiving some publicity but not a great 
deal of support. One is a small company of very good climbers who are 
offering an all the year round guiding, ski instruction and search party 
service. The other is a cable-way company· which aims to take tourists 
up to a permanent snow plateau, nearly 4000 ft. above the main Mount 
Cook hotel area. The situation for each is very complicated with the 
general shortage of investment money in New Zealand and the great 
clashing of interests that occurs in a hydro-electric catchment area 
which is also a main tourist area, and a national park, and is not as 

· good a skiing area as some districts further north and south. 
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